Surname 2

Professor’s Name:
Student’s Name:
Course:
Date:
A COMPARISON BETWEEN ‘A HUNGER ARTIST’ BY FRANZ AND ‘CONSIDER THE LOBSTER’ BY WALLACE
Thesis
This paper compares the readings "A Hunger Artist" by Franz Kafka and "consider the Lobster" by David Wallace. It explores the different ideas and themes in the two readings. It also shows the implications that arise when one reads the two together.
Introduction
"Consider the Lobster," an article by David Wallace, is a unique article that has for a long time grabbed reader's attention on sensitive matters affecting them. It tries to picture animals (especially the lobster) that become our food as creatures with senses and feelings. To put it simply, Wallace tries to pass a message that it is not suitable for animals to suffer and considers the issue as uncomfortable and intricate. This message is symbolic and has a deeper meaning that I will later explore in this paper.  Wallace finds it necessary to ask some ethical questions out of the Maine Lobster Festival. Franz Kafka's article, "A Hunger Artist," takes place in an undetermined time and talks about a man who, at the top of his career, is unsatisfied with his work and is frustrated that both his manager and audiences never really appreciate his talent as a true artist. He, therefore, goes on hunger rampages and fasts for as long as forty days. The hunger artist tussles within feelings of dissatisfaction, sadness, and loneliness in his cage, where he fasts to impress people. The story brings out different battles that people face in daily life. This paper will explore the various ideas in the two readings and consider the implications that one gets from reading both of them together.
Perspective of reading
The story “Consider the Lobster” is primarily told from the perspective of cooking lobsters. Wallace takes time to explain the process of how the lobster is cooked. He highlights the instants when the lobster is put in boiling water and how you can hear their claws bricking and jangling as they try to push off.  By saying this, Wallace purposefully tries to pass the message that lobsters act just like an average human would act when in pain. He further explains what happens at the MLF and then talks about the history of the lobster. Wallace uses the logos technique and says that lobsters are summer food and test best when heated to a specific temperature. He points out that lobsters exhibit the two criteria that ethicists use to know whether an animal can feel pain and display the behaviors associated with pain. From the way lobsters act when put in boiling water, Wallace contends that they show signs of pain and suffering. 
From this argument, Wallace feels he can ask ethical questions involving the reader's perspective about animal suffering. He wonders if it is justifiable for people to dismiss this claim. However, people believe that it is right to cook lobsters and that this issue does not involve ethical considerations. They argue that lobsters are just like other small irritating insects and should not be compared with humans. They further go on to say that if it were a question of moral consideration, then it would mean that even animals like goats, pigs, cows, and sheep, among others, should also not be eaten. From this argument, Wallace poses a question: Why should people then protect other animals such as whales, dogs, lions, cats, among others, and not lobsters, and yet they are not human (Kasprzycki, 58). 
As used in writing by Wallace, the lobster is a symbolism that represents society and how people are judged. They could also mean the weak in society who are oppressed by the powerful. He uses an aggressive tone showing just how much he is bothered by this topic. The story characterizes the tourists as ignorant and greedy beings, who want something that they cannot have, and are disappointed that they cannot admit it. The story brings out many themes, including oppression, greed, pain and suffering, and ignorance. The people who cook and eat the lobsters and later defend themselves by saying that lobsters are not human to represent the oppressors in the society who take advantages of the week and oppress them without considering their feelings, pain, and suffering (Eve, 1-23). They believe that they are superior and have the right to do whatever they want to the meek in society. The different ways of cooking the lobsters are symbolic of the fundamental things in society go through in other people's hands. Further, the reaction shown by the lobsters when dipped in boiling water shows the helplessness of the week in the community as they are oppressed. Generally, the story is a symbolism of a society where some people judge and oppress others.
On the other hand, the story "A Hunger Artist" by Frank Kafka is told from the perspective of an artist who fasts for forty days while sitting isolated from people in a public location as a form of entertainment. Even though he is at the top of his career, he is frustrated because he feels people do not appreciate his 'art' transparency.  In recent years, his "art" of fasting has declined, and people no longer show interest in him as they used to do before. Back then, most people would ensure that they look at him at least once a day, and children were always fascinated by him. To ensure that he never sneaked anything to eat at night, some people were assigned to guard his cage (Gunderman, 1042-1043). 
However, those people tried to give him food, but he always refused since he had to honor his 'art.' There were many things that made the hunger artist dissatisfied with his career. Among them include the fact that he had only been limited to fast for forty days when he could do more. The other reason was that they had put him in a circus where only a few people could see him, and finally, the fact that people never believed in the transparency of his 'art' also frustrated him. Eventually, he dies of hunger, and a panther takes his place. Before he dies, he is asked why he never ate, and the artist replies that it is because he never found anything that he could eat.
This story brings out many different themes, including alienation, spiritual yearning, ignorance, change, and cruelty (Dash, 59). They always put the hunger artist in a cage where he never socialized with anyone and was only there as a source of entertainment (Abu-Snoubar, 158). For Kafka, the physical deficit symbolizes spiritual hunger. The hunger artist is like a religious martyr, although his martyrdom is shown in his professional thwarting. Further, the people showed a lot of ignorance and cruelty to the hunger artist. They only care about their amusement and leaves the artist to die. Generally, the story shows different issues affecting people in society.
When the two stories are read together, you can see the similarities in the teachings of both levels. Even though the narratives use different approaches, they both use symbolism to bring out various themes of issues affecting people in the community. Further, through their characterization, they show different people with diverse characters in the society and the place held by other people. Both stories teach specific aspects of life using different approaches.
Conclusion
In conclusion, we can say that different readings are always related in one way or the other. Even though they might pass their ideas differently while using different plots and characters, the overall message is often similar. All reading always has a specific message to hand to people.
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